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Get in the debate! 

Contact your elected officials:
Rep. Henry Waxman
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Phone:(202) 225-3976
Fax:(202) 225-4099
Sen. Dianne Feinstein
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Phone:(202) 224-3841
Fax:(202) 228-3954
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Sen. Barbara Boxer
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Phone:(202) 224-3553
Fax:(202) 224-0454


Talking Points:
(Adapted from Religious Action Center Webpage)
www.rac.org
· For decades, The Reform Movement has been at the forefront of advocacy on behalf of universal health care. 
· Both the House Tri-Committee and the Senate bills are important steps toward reforming health care: a bipartisan bill should provide affordable health insurance, expand insurance coverage to nearly 100% of Americans, protect low-income and vulnerable populations, and rest on a financially sustainable foundation. 
· We, as Reform Jews, look forward to a bipartisan bill from the Senate Finance Committee. 
· The Reform Movement's priorities in health care reform include: 
· A strong public insurance option

· Expansion of Medicaid to at least 133% of the federal poverty line 
· Affordability and subsidies up to 400% of the poverty line, including help with premiums and out-of-pocket costs 

Jewish texts:

Doctors are required to reduce their fees for the poor.  Where that is still not sufficient the community should subsidize the patient. (Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Dea, 249)

The Torah grants physicians permission to heal. Healing is, in fact, a religious duty that falls under the rules for saving a life. If a physician withholds treatment when he is able to give it, he is regarded as a murder, even if here is someone else who can heal a patient, because it may be in this case it is the special merit of this physician to provide the healing for this patient. (Joseph Caro Code of Jewish Law chap 336, sec 1)
2204 Rayburn House Office Building Washington, D.C. 20515





� HYPERLINK "http://boxer.senate.gov/contact/offices/dc.cfm" �United� States Senate�112 Hart Senate Office Building �Washington, D.C. 20510





United States Senate�331 Hart Senate Office Building�Washington, D.C. 20510





Useful Websites:


� HYPERLINK "http://urj.org/socialaction/issues/healthcare/" ��http://urj.org/socialaction/issues/healthcare/� 


� HYPERLINK "http://jewsforhealthcarereform.org/" ��http://jewsforhealthcarereform.org/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.healthreform.gov/" ��http://www.healthreform.gov/�


� HYPERLINK "http://huc.edu/kalsman/HealthcareSystem/" ��http://huc.edu/kalsman/HealthcareSystem/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.rac.org" ��http://www.rac.org� 
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